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alnn Graupner an Dr. Glen Sallows and supporters stand
with Rep. Kim Hixon and Gov. Jim Doyle after the signing of
the budget.
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Insurance Legislation Passed into Law!
Artist with Autism draws Dinosaurs for Book
Autism Benefit Concert

Upcoming Events - Groups & Classes - Current Openings
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Thomas Wooldridge of Wisconsin Rapids draws a picture from
his computer recently. He drew pictures of dinosaurs that are

published in a book, “Dinosaurs Through My Eyes.” (TOM
LOUCKS/Central Wisconsin Sunday)

Now 18, Thomas' illustrations are the core of the
book, "Dinosaurs Through My Eyes." It's the sub-title
that might raise an eyebrow: "Pre-historic illustrations
from an austistic mind."

What Thomas lacks in verbal communication, he
relates in his drawings -- especially dinosaurs.

"It's amazing what he can draw," said Chris of
Wisconsin Rapids. A divorced dad, Chris has been
raising Thomas and his brother, Ben, 12, since the
boys moved to Wisconsin Raids in 2007. He has two
other children, Peter, 22, and Elizabeth, 20.

Thomas isn't comfortable around many people, and
social situations can be challenging.

Those challenges were leading Thomas on a
downward spiral -- until he came to live with his dad.
Chris credits the staff at Lincoln High School in
Wisconsin Rapids for Thomas' successes.

contimued on page 3




LEGISLATION continued from page 1

It has finally happened! The autism community scored a
major victory as the state budget bill was signed into law on
Monday, June 29th.

Included in the bil, now numbered Act 28, is the
requirement that autism treatment and services must be
covered by medical insurance. This means that it is now
state law, and we no longer need a separate bill to pass
through the legislature. The budget bill signing ceremony at
the Governor's mansion was attended by ASW President
Nissan Bar-Lev, several WEAP staff, and some families who
have been tremendously active throughout this process.

Governor Doyle and Representative Kim Hixson (D-
Whitewater), one of our biggest champions during this fight,
spent some time with us following the signing expressing
their gratitude for the incredible advocacy, support and
commitment they received from the autism community.
Prior to signing the bil, Governor Doyle gave special
attention to the win, and said this achievement is an
example of how people really can bring positive change to
our state.

The Office of the Commissioner of Insurance will now
determine the regulations for implementation, including
specifics regarding services to be covered, with the help of a
committee including the Autism Council. The committee has
already begun meeting to engage in the process of writing
the guidelines. WEAP is represented in this group by Dr.
Glen Sallows. The OCI has five months to draft the
regulations, and we should know the effective date very
soon.

On behalf of Dr. Sallows and Tammy Graupner, | would like
to thank every person who has contributed to the insurance
bill being passed. There are thousands of people who have
helped in this effort. For all that each of you has contributed
- calls, letters, emails, media interviews, time, rallies,
concern, caring and so much more - you have our sincerest
thanks and deep appreciation. It is our honor and pleasure
to work with so many people who care deeply about kids
and families challenged by autism, and who work hard to
make their lives better every day.

It is a new day for people in Wisconsin challenged by ASD.
Congratulations. You made this happen.
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Dr. Glen Sallows and Tamlynn Graupner thank Governor Doyle
at the bill signing.
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Th he helped illustrate. With him
are his brother Ben and dad Chris.

"Lincoln saved his life," Chris said. "I can't tell you how
grateful | am to the staff there."

Thomas' artistic abilities caught the eye of one of his
teachers at Lincoln, Jerald Kline.

Kline got the idea to incorporate the drawings into a book.

"The main purpose of creating this book is to enlighten
families who may have a child with autism, that they all
have a special gift," Kline said.

Kline worked with Thomas, who also is very computer-
literate. Thomas researched the dinosaurs on the internet.
Once the illustrations were submitted, the publishing
company, Xlibris, added color and background to the line
drawings.

"I took little bits and pieces of what he wrote," Kline said.

Kline said the easy-to-read, colorful book would be
appropriate for elementary-age students.

While social interaction is a challenge for Thomas, his dad
thinks Thomas is proud of his accomplishments.

"l think he was very happy when he saw his pictures in
color," Wooldridge said.

Ben often looks out for Thomas, and his beaming smile
shows the pride he has in his brother's accomplishment.

"He took that book to school and showed it to everybody,"
Ben said. "I think it's phenomenal. Everyone's like, 'l can't
believe an autistic kid (contributed to) a book.™

Both Kline and Chris Wooldridge plan to donate a portion
of the profits to autism research.

The number of books ordered affects the individual pricing of
the book. To find out more, e-mail Chris Wooldridge at
cwooldridge25@hotmail.com.

The book can be ordered online at www.xlibris.com/bookstore
and enter Chris Wooldridge in the search.
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Wisconsin Early Autism Project

The concert will be held at The Annex nightclub located at
1206 Regent Street in Madison.

On Saturday, August 1%, Wisconsin Early Autism
Project will host a concert to raise money for Friends of
Autism, a local non-profit organization.

Friends of Autism was established in 2000 as a new
Wisconsin autism charity dedicated to raising money to
fund autism research, increase awareness and support
education.

The concert will raise funds for the Friends of Autism
Family Grant Program. Parents who apply can use this
money to pay for therapy, or other emergency
requirements.

The show will kickoff with the up and coming locals The
Cosmonauts. This folksy band brings a funky, soul rock
sound to the show that appeals to all ages and
backgrounds.

Next up is Nascent. A 3 piece alternative rock band,
Nascent has a fun, energetic sound honed by 5 years
of experience and dedication to crowd excitement.

Topping off the night is New Mountain Kickers. This
“popgrass” 4 piece band features a female singer and a
high energy rockabilly sound.

Wisconsin Early Autism Project has planned this event
to assist Friends of Autism in raising money to help
families in need of services. "Families face big
challenges in helping their children,” said Tamlynn
Graupner, Wisconsin Early Autism Project cofounder
and CEO. "Helping families is of paramount importance
to us, and hosting a benefit gives us a chance to do
that."

"Friends of Autism is doing a great thing by starting
their Family Grant Program," added Dr. Glen Sallows,

WEAP President and Clinical Psychologist. "They know
what families need and we are listening and doing what
we can."

This event is sure to rock The Annex while
simultaneously providing much needed assistance to
families affected by autism. Hors d'oeuvres and a raffle
will also be featured. The Annex is located at 1206
Regent Street near Camp Randall Badger Stadium in
Madison. Tickets are $10 day of show.

New Mountain Kickers from left to right: Todd Hanson,
Caitlin Saucier, Nate Collier and Gustav Ryberg.

Nascent from left to right: Andrew Wulff, Mike Hart and
Robert D'Alessandro

Cosmonauts from left to right: Cory Swadley, Corey
Evens and Rick Evens
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Janesville Public Schools' Summer Autism Institute

Intro to Autism co-presented by members of the JAST Team.

Day No.1- Thinking In Pictures co-presented by Kate
McGinnity & Judy Endow.

Aug 3-4

Janesville Public Schools
For registration, please contact Tracy Schenk at
tschenk@janesville.k12.wi.us

Location

Agel/lLevel
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Quality Behavioral Interventions in Wisconsin

The 2nd annual conference of the Wisconsin Association for
Behavior Analysis
For: teachers, professionals, parents, and students interested in
leading-edge techniques in effective behavioral management.
Andy Bondy, Ph.D, Mark Dixon, Ph.D., Joel Ringdahl, Ph.D.,
Frank Symons, Ph.D., Jennifer McComas, Ph.D., Matthew
Andrzejewski, Ph.D., Jennifer Asmus, Ph.D., Erik Carter, Ph.D.,
Tamara Kasper, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA, Kevin Klatt, Ph.D., BCBA,
Susan Owens & Wendy Handrich, Educational Consultants

August 24 & 25, 2009
Monona Terrace Convention Center

Madison, WI

Workshops: $60-Presentations: $99 ($49 for verified

students)

Dr. Roger F. Bass (262) 551-5830 rbass@carthage.edu

Start Date

‘ Facilitator

. Parents/ Open to ! $30/session 2" Tues 5:30PM- )
Madison Caregivers Community varies $4/child daycare ea.Month 7:00PM Ongoing
(rgstr 2 wks in advc.)
. Social Skills: . ) 12:30PM- June 18"-
Madison Beginner Ages 2 -4 Margot S $30/session Thursdays 2:00PM August 13"
. Social Skills: . i 3:00PM- June 18"-
Madison Intermediate Ages 4-6 Katie K $30/session Thursdays 4:30PM August 13"
. Sacial Skills: ) 4:30PM- June 17"-
Madison Advanced Ages 7-9 Megan S $30/session Wednesdays 6-00PM August 12"
Speech Group: . th
. . . 12:30PM- June 177
Madison Language Ages 2 -4 Angie L $50/session Wednesdays 2:00PM August 12"
Adventurers
Speech Group: . th
. . 3:00PM- June 16™-
Madison La_nguage Ages 5-7 Dana B $50/session Tuesdays 4:30PM August 110
Pioneers
_ _ 9:00AM- June 10"-
Milwaukee Play group Ages 3-5 Stephanie B $30/week Wednesdays . August 12t
10:00 AM nd
no group July 22
. . 3:00PM- July 28"-
Milwaukee Teamwork Club Ages 5-8 Stephanie B $30/week $120 total Tuesdays 4:30PM August 18"
: o : 3:00PM- June 16"-
Milwaukee Girls’ Club Ages 6-9 Stephanie B $30/week $150 total Tuesdays 4:30PM July 14"
_ _ _ 4:30PM- June 15"-
Milwaukee Kids’ Group Ages 8-12 Stephanie B $30/week Mondays 9 August 10"
6:00PM i
no group July 20
. . . . 3:00PM- June 18-
Milwaukee Friendship Club Ages 11-14 Stephanie B $30/week Thursdays 4'30PM August 13"
: no group July 23"
: s . . 3:30PM- June 15"-
Eau Claire Social Skills Ages 3-5 Kalley/Brittany $30/session Mondays 5.30PM July 27"
. th
Eau Claire Social Skills Ages 6-8 Shelley/Sara $30/session Wednesdays 3i'_3i0iPiM| | Jlune iim'
- 4 -)8 9 6/ $7 0/ ) (/4
532332 52 2155 2 325 0123 2 53203 251
Beloit Burlington New Berlin Appleton Adams De Soto
Ft. Atkinson Colgate Racine Chilton Eu_ffar'](_’kf“y Genoa
Jefferson Germantown St. Francis Green Bay H?J'(;‘;O'n/SOmerset Richland Center
Sauk City Greenfield Wauwatosa Marinette River Falls
Kenosha West Allis Shawano Westfield
Milwaukee WI Rapids
-




